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Area of Focus:  Literacy 
 Overall Goal:  Improve the writing conventions statistic on average, with an increase of 8% for ‘open response’ and ‘multiple choice’ as an aggregate, as measured by EQAO.   
Needs Assessment / Where Are We Now?? 
 

- 86% of Grade 3 students in writing as measured by EQAO, Literacy were at provincial standard.  
- 87% of Grade 6 students in writing as measured by EQAO, Literacy were at provincial standard. 
- In grade 3, 41% ‘sometimes’ or ‘never’ check their writing for spelling or grammar.  In grade 6, 41% ‘sometimes’ or ‘never’ check their writing for spelling or grammar.  As reported by 

attitudinal data from EQAO.   
- On average 63% of the grade 3 students achieved provincial standard in writing conventions, both in ‘open response’ and ‘multiple choice’. 
- On average 70% of the grade 6 students achieved provincial standard in writing conventions, both in ‘open response’ and ‘multiple choice’. 

 
 

PLAN ACT ASSESS REFLECT 
PLAN: Needs Assessment 

Where are we now? 
ACT: Evidenced-Based Strategies/Action 

What are we going to do? 
ASSESS: Monitor/Gather Data 

How are we doing? What evidence do you have? 
REFLECT: Analyze/Reflect 

How did we do? Where to next?  

1st  CYCLE OF INQUIRY 
Starting June 29, 2017 

 
IF we design a composite diagnostic tool of EQAO style 
questions of conventions as a tool to diagnose the 
standard of conventions.  THEN we will have a 
successful baseline measure to support future 
instruction and lesson design.   

 
If/Then Statement: Posted by October 10, 2017 
 
 

Conventions refers to grammar, usage, spelling and 
punctuation.   
 
The learning goal for our evidence based strategy was 
to use correct conventions in their written response.  In 
our case we used an EQAO written open response.  We 
utilized a ‘would you rather’ prompt from a previous 
EQAO test in 2016.   This prompt was a level entry 
question that delivered a wide variety of responses and 
provided a substantial amount of writing samples to 
analyze the correct use of conventions.   
We scored the writing samples based on criteria set in 
the primary and junior short writing scoring guides 
provided by EQAO.     
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In our sample group: grade 4 and grade 5 students.  
1/3 achieved above the standard expected as 
represented in the EQAO scoring guide for conventions.  
2/3 were below the expected standard, with a small 
minority substantially below that expected standard.   
 
We discovered the writing samples of the struggling 
learners were missing: periods, commas, question 
marks, quotations, links between ideas and capitals.    
The use of this incorrect punctuation affects the 
communication of the intended meaning or ideas.   In 
addition, the use of vocabulary lacked variety of word 
choice.  Moreover, there were significant spelling errors 
that made some passages illegible.   
 
In the group that achieved the standard as expected in 
the EQAO scoring guide, we discovered: increased 
correct spelling, increased proper punctuation, creative 
writing and complex delivery.  The intended meaning 
was more clearly understood with the use of proper 
conventions.   

What we did:  

We used the Daily Language Review (DLR) and Daily 
Paragraph Editing (DPE) in our daily language art 
blocks.  When using both programs, it capitalized the 
entire language block.  We will use alternate weeks for 
this practice.  One week the focus will be DLR and 
another week will be DPE and writing.  We also noticed 
that the students did not transfer the knowledge of 
capitalization, periods and commas from the practice 
to their own individual writing.  Next step:  we will 
continue with alternate weekly practice and reassess.   

We administered a standardized spelling test to 
determine which students were above or below grade 
level.  In the Grade 4/5 cohort, there were 14 below 
grade level out of 40 children. In future, a biweekly 
spelling lists and tests along with biweekly making 
words program will be administered to improve 
spelling and word relationships.    

We also discovered that the scope of our conventions 
planning for a focus was far too wide in its scope and it 
was difficult to target one attribute.  Therefore, the 
editing process needed to be focused on a specific area 
of conventions.  There was also a dis-connect between 



 
 

knowing the skill in an identification scenario versus 
practical implementation of the convention.   

Where to next: 

We are going to attempt grammar groups that will 
peer edit using pre-established success criteria to 
evaluate a specific convention.  The students will 
become subject based experts and then peer teach the 
class the concept.  Utilizing the jig-saw method.  We 
are still unsure how to measure the success of this 
strategy and outcome?  We anticipate their application 
will improve with the peer to peer editing and teaching 
cycle.   

 

2nd  CYCLE OF INQUIRY  
Starting November 20, 2017 

Complete this section with any new data from your 1st 
Cycle of Inquiry. 
  
If/Then Statement: Posted by December 1, 2017 
 
IF we support students with summarizing 
information/facts/research into usable ‘capsules of 
content’ that they can be include in their writing; THEN, 
students will be able to effectively write informative 
paragraphs with proper conventions and achieve the 
intended purpose.   

Actions will be outlined in the  three learning team 
meetings through the “SIPSA Monitoring Template” 

and summarized here at the end of the cycle on 
 March 9th, 2018 

 
 
 

Graphic organizers with supporting facts 
 

 
 

Data Gathering will be outlined  and collected in the 
three learning team meetings through the “SIPSA 

Monitoring Template” and summarized here at the end 
of the cycle on  March 9th, 2018 

 
 

Reflections of Learning Teams work for cycle two will 
be summarized here at the end of the cycle on 

 March 9th, 2018, and posted on Insite 
 

3rd CYCLE OF INQUIRY  
Starting March 19, 2018 

Complete this section with any new data from your 2nd 
Cycle of Inquiry  
 
 
If/Then Statement: Posted by March 30, 2018 

 
Transition words 
 
 

Actions will be outlined in the three learning team 
meetings through the “SIPSA Monitoring Template” 

and summarized here at the end of the cycle by        
June 15th, 2018.  

 

Data Gathering will be outlined and collected in the 
three learning team meetings through the “SIPSA 
Monitoring Template” and summarized here at the end 
of the cycle by June 15, 2018. 

  
 

Reflections of Learning Teams work for cycle two will 
be summarized here at the end of the cycle by June 
15th, 2018, and posted on Insite 

    


